
Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 96

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 98

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 100

Romans 5–6

STORY POINT:  
God loves us and sent Jesus to save us.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Romans 12:5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is the church? The church is all 

Christians everywhere.

Unit 29 • Session 3
The Good News

BIBLE PASSAGE: 

Unit 29 • Session 3
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3

LEADER Bible Study
After Jesus returned to heaven and sent the Holy Spirit to the apostles, 
the gospel began to spread. Those who heard the good news at Pentecost 
included visitors from Rome, and they were likely among the three 
thousand who believed. (See Acts 2:10,41.) When Paul wrote his letter 
to the Romans in AD 57, he had never been to Rome. But by that time, 
Roman believers were meeting in house churches. 

Paul wrote his letter in part to explain the essentials of the Christian faith 
and what it means to live for Jesus. Paul’s words are helpful to Christians 
today. As you guide preschoolers through Romans 5–6, help them grasp 
the good news of the gospel. This is the message for which Jesus’ followers 
gave their lives. This good news changes everything.

First, help preschoolers understand the benefits of believing in Jesus. To 
appreciate the good news, children need to understand the bad news: 
Apart from Jesus, we are dead in our sin—separated from God. We need 
to be rescued. God sent Jesus into the world to rescue sinners. When we 
trust in His death and resurrection, we are made right with God and are 
saved from sin and death.

Next, compare and contrast the first Adam with Jesus—“the second 
Adam.” Adam represented all people, but he sinned. Sin brought death 
into the world, and death spread to all people because all people sinned. 
Jesus came to bring us life. He obeyed God perfectly. All who trust in Him 
are forgiven and have eternal life.

Finally, introduce how believers deal with sin in view of God’s grace. Since 
our sin is forgiven, should we keep on sinning? Paul was emphatic that the 
answer is no. When we are in Christ, we are no longer slaves to sin. Sin 
will still be a struggle in our fallen world, but we have power through the 
Holy Spirit to resist sin and live a life that honors God.
.
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The BIBLE Story

 The Good News
Romans 5–6

In the early church, Jesus’ followers wanted others to hear the good 
news about Jesus. God had kept His promise to send a Savior. God 
sent His own Son, Jesus into the world. Jesus lived a perfect life and 

died on the cross to rescue sinners. Then God raised Jesus 
from the dead!

We call this good news about Jesus 
the gospel. People who love Jesus tell 

others the good news about Jesus. 
Jesus saved a man named Paul. 

Paul was so happy to be saved. 
He wanted everyone to hear the 
gospel. Paul told many people 
about Jesus. We can read 
many letters Paul wrote in the 
Bible. One of the letters Paul 
wrote was for Jesus’ followers 
in Rome.

Paul wrote that God sent 
His Son into the world because 

He loves us. We were God’s 
enemies. We disobeyed Him, but 

Jesus died and rose again to make us 
friends with God. Jesus is God’s good 

gift to us. Let’s thank Him!
Paul reminded the Romans about the first 

man, Adam. Adam disobeyed God. His sin brought 
death into the good world God made. After Adam sinned, everyone 
after sinned, and death spread everywhere. So God sent Jesus into 
the world. Adam’s sin brought death, but Jesus brings life. Adam 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Listen for bad 
news and good 
news: Explain that 
today’s Bible story 
includes bad news 
about our sin and 
good news about how 
God sent Jesus to 
save us. Encourage 
preschoolers to give 
a thumbs down when 
they hear the bad 
news and a thumbs 
up when they hear 
the good news. 

• Shout “That’s 
Good News”: Tell 
preschoolers to say, 
“That’s Good News!” 
each time you point 
to them while telling 
the Bible story. Stop 
at the end of each 
paragraph and point 
to children.
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 The Good News
Romans 5–6

In the early church, Jesus’ followers wanted others to hear the good 
news about Jesus. God had kept His promise to send a Savior. God 
sent His own Son, Jesus into the world. Jesus lived a perfect life and 

died on the cross to rescue sinners. Then God raised Jesus 
from the dead!

We call this good news about Jesus 
the gospel. People who love Jesus tell 

others the good news about Jesus. 
Jesus saved a man named Paul. 

Paul was so happy to be saved. 
He wanted everyone to hear the 
gospel. Paul told many people 
about Jesus. We can read 
many letters Paul wrote in the 
Bible. One of the letters Paul 
wrote was for Jesus’ followers 
in Rome.

Paul wrote that God sent 
His Son into the world because 

He loves us. We were God’s 
enemies. We disobeyed Him, but 

Jesus died and rose again to make us 
friends with God. Jesus is God’s good 

gift to us. Let’s thank Him!
Paul reminded the Romans about the first 

man, Adam. Adam disobeyed God. His sin brought 
death into the good world God made. After Adam sinned, everyone 
after sinned, and death spread everywhere. So God sent Jesus into 
the world. Adam’s sin brought death, but Jesus brings life. Adam 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Listen for bad 
news and good 
news: Explain that 
today’s Bible story 
includes bad news 
about our sin and 
good news about how 
God sent Jesus to 
save us. Encourage 
preschoolers to give 
a thumbs down when 
they hear the bad 
news and a thumbs 
up when they hear 
the good news. 

• Shout “That’s 
Good News”: Tell 
preschoolers to say, 
“That’s Good News!” 
each time you point 
to them while telling 
the Bible story. Stop 
at the end of each 
paragraph and point 
to children.

disobeyed God, but Jesus always did what is right.
If God forgives us because of Jesus, does that make it OK 

to disobey? Paul said no! Sin makes people do things that 
hurt themselves and others, but Jesus came to set people 
free from sin. Jesus makes us free to live in a new way that 
brings us joy and honors God.

Christ Connection: God made everything, so He is in charge 
of everything. Everyone sins, or disobeys God. We deserve to be 
punished for our sin, but God loves us and sent His Son, Jesus, to 
be punished for us. Jesus saves everyone who trusts in Him and 
gives them life forever with God.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Good News
BIBLE PASSAGE: Romans 5–6
STORY POINT: God loves us and sent Jesus to save us.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 12:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the church? The church is all Christians 

everywhere.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Look at the first picture. Circle the five differences in the 
second picture.
SAY • You found the differences between the two pictures. 

In today’s Bible story, Paul wrote a letter to the 
church in Rome. Paul talked about the differences 
between Adam, the first man, and Jesus. Listen to 
hear how Paul said Jesus was better than Adam. 

Play an enemies or friends game
Direct preschoolers to spread out around the room. Tell 
preschoolers that when you say enemies, they should move 
as far apart from each other as possible. When you say 
friends, they should gather as close to you and each other as 
possible. Play several rounds. Consider allowing volunteers 
to take turns saying enemies and friends. 
SAY • In today’s Bible story, we will hear from a letter that 

• “One Foundation” 
song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Find the 
Differences” activity 
page, 1 per child

• crayons or markers
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a man named Paul wrote to the believers living in 
Rome. Paul wrote that we were God’s enemies. We 
disobeyed Him, but Jesus died and rose again to 
make us friends with God. Listen to the story to 
learn how God loves us and sent Jesus to save us.  

Stamp and cut letters with play dough
Set out the letter cookie cutters or stamps on a table. Give 
each child a ball of play dough. Invite a child to flatten her 
play dough with her hand or with a roller. Show her how 
to stamp or cut letters from the flattened dough. Challenge 
older preschoolers to cut out or stamp letters to form words 
such as: Jesus, God, love, or news.
SAY • We stamped and cut letters into our play dough. In 

today’s Bible story, a man named Paul wrote to Jesus’ 
followers in Rome. He didn’t write his letter on play 
dough. Listen to the story to hear the very good news 
about Jesus that Paul shared with the believers. 

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to sing the “Alphabet Song” as they 
move to Bible study.

• play dough
• letter cookie cutters 

or stamps
• play dough rollers

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Good News
BIBLE PASSAGE: Romans 5–6
STORY POINT: God loves us and sent Jesus to save us.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 12:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the church? The church is all Christians 

everywhere.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Romans 5 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • We are going to hear a story from the Bible today like 

we always do. The Bible is God’s Word, and God’s 
Word is true. Today’s story comes from the New 
Testament Book of Romans. It is a letter that a man 
named Paul wrote to Jesus’ followers in Rome. 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story 
of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • God loves us and sent Jesus to save us. God 

made everything, so He is in charge of everything. 
Everyone sins or disobeys God. We deserve to be 
punished for our sin, but God loves us and sent 
His Son, Jesus, to be punished for us. Jesus saves 
everyone who trusts in Him and gives them life 
forever with God. This is the gospel! 

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “The Good News” video 

(optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Place the key passage marker at Romans 12:5. Invite a child 
to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage 
aloud. Write the key passage on a large sheet of newspaper 
with a marker. Gently tear the paper into large pieces and 
toss them around the room. Invite children to collect the 
pieces and put them together. Read the verse, pointing to 
each word as you read. Guide children to say it with you. 
SAY • Our key passage says though there are many of us, 

we are one body in Jesus. The we in this is those who 
follow Jesus. Jesus makes many people one in Him. 

Sing the key passage song, “One Body in Christ,” and the 
theme song, “One Foundation.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • The big picture question asks, What is the church? 

The church is all Christians everywhere. When a 
person trusts in Jesus, he wants to share the good 
news about Jesus with others. He wants to tell people 
how God sent His own Son into the world to set 
people free from sin. As more and more people 
believe the gospel, the church grows. 

Missions moment
SAY • Philip and Jummai (JOO my) Nache 

(NAH ch) have very good news to share with the 
people of Minneapolis, Minnesota. God loves us 
and sent Jesus to save us from our sin. 

Show the video. Then ask preschoolers how people in a 
church can help other people.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• newspaper
• marker
• Bible
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “One Body in Christ 

(Romans 12:5)” song
• “One Foundation” 

song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Starting Churches in 
Minneapolis” video
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Good News
BIBLE PASSAGE: Romans 5–6
STORY POINT: God loves us and sent Jesus to save us.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 12:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the church? The church is all Christians 

everywhere.

Play telephone
Form a circle on the floor. Whisper a short truth from 
the Bible story, key passage, or big picture question to 
one preschooler. Prompt him to whisper the message 
to the child next to him. Continue passing the message 
in whispers around the circle from person to person by 
repeating what they hear. Each child should only repeat 
the message once. When the message reaches the last child, 
invite her to share it out loud to see how the message has 
changed. Repeat as time allows.
SAY • God loves us and sent Jesus to save us. It’s such 

good news! People who love Jesus tell others the 
good news about Jesus. We don’t need to share it in 
whispers, because we want everyone to hear. Jesus 
came to set people free from sin. Jesus makes us free 
to live in a new way that brings us joy and honors 
God. Jesus gives everyone who trusts in Him life 
forever with God.

Make good news airplanes
Give each preschooler a copy of “The Gospel: God’s Plan 
for Preschoolers” poster. Show children how to fold the 
paper to make a simple airplane. If you are unfamiliar with 
how to make a paper airplane, look up instructions online 

Suggested truths: 
• God loves us. 
• God sent Jesus to 

save us. 
• The gospel is good 

news. 
• God raised Jesus 

from the dead. 
• Jesus brings life. 
• We are one body in 

Christ. 
• The church is 

all Christians 
everywhere. 

• The Gospel: God’s Plan 
for Preschoolers 
poster, 1 per child

• markers
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before the session. Encourage children to draw on or color 
the blank parts of their airplanes. Allow children to fly 
their planes around the room. Ask preschoolers to think of 
someone who needs to hear the good news they can give 
their plane to. 
SAY • We are having fun sending our good news airplanes 

all over the room. Paul wrote to Roman Christians 
and reminded them of the good news about Jesus. 
The good news is this: God made everything, so He 
is in charge of everything. Everyone sins or disobeys 
God. We deserved to be punished for our sin, but 
Jesus was punished for us. God loves us and sent 
Jesus to save us. Jesus saves everyone who trusts in 
Him and gives them life forever with God. 

Make roads and play with vehicles
Invite children to help you lay painter’s tape on the floor 
to create roads for toy vehicles to drive on. Make roads 
long and wide enough for several children to play with 
vehicles on at the same time. When the roads are complete, 
encourage preschoolers to select toy vehicles to drive along 
the roads.
SAY • We are only pretending to go places with our vehicles 

on the roads that we made, but we really can tell 
people right where we live the good news about 
Jesus. God made everything, so He is in charge 
of everything. Everyone sins or disobeys God. We 
deserve to be punished for our sin, but God loves us 
and sent Jesus to save us. Jesus took the punishment 
for our sin. Jesus saves everyone who trusts in Him 
and gives them life forever with God.

• painter’s tape
• toy vehicles
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Make a good news mural
Write Telling the Good News on a large piece of paper. Lay 
the paper on a tabletop or the floor. Invite the children 
to think of ways people tell good news to others. Guide 
them to think of ways, such as cell phone, computer, 
magazine, TV, card, letters, voice, and so forth. Encourage 
preschoolers to draw those items on the mural. 
SAY • We can tell the good news by talking, making a 

phone call, or sending a video chat. How we tell the 
good news is not as important as getting the good 
news right. Everyone sins, or disobeys God. We 
deserve to be punished for our sin, but God loves 
us and sent Jesus to save us. Jesus was punished for 
us. Jesus saves everyone who trusts in Him and gives 
them life forever with God. 

Travel from Africa to Minnesota
Use tape to make large rectangles on the floor 

across the room from each other. Designate one rectangle to 
be America and the other to be Africa. Explain that many 
people who are part of Hope of Nations Gospel Church 
left Africa to live in America. Some go back to Africa to tell 
people there about Jesus. Invite children to fly like airplanes 
around the room while music plays. When the music stops, 
they must choose to “land” in Africa or America.
SAY • Churches give money to support the work of the 

Hope of Nations Gospel Church in Minnesota. 
When churches help Hope of Nations Gospel 
Church, they are really supporting missions around 
the world because the good news is going back to 
Africa too. What is the church? The church is all 
Christians everywhere. 

• large piece of paper
• markers or crayons

• painter’s tape 
• “One Body in Christ 

(Romans 12:5)” song 
(optional)

• “One Foundation” 
song (optional)
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve alphabet cookies for snack. Talk about how letters 
make up words. Paul wrote to Jesus’ followers in Rome. 
Paul told them that God loves us and sent Jesus to save 
us. Jesus was punished for our sin. Jesus saves everyone who 
trusts in Him and gives them life forever with God.  

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. Who wrote a letter to Jesus’ followers in Rome and 
told them the good news? (Paul)

2. What is the good news about Jesus called? (the gospel) 
3. What is the good news? (God loves us and sent 

Jesus to save us.)
4. Who sinned first and brought sin and death into the 

world? (Adam)
5. Who came to set people free from sin and to bring 

life? (Jesus) 
6. What is the church? The church is all Christians 

everywhere.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• alphabet cookies 

(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “One Body in Christ 

(Romans 12:5)” song
• “One Foundation” 

song
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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